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NEWS RELEASE PRO108E

ALPS Launches Lead-Free Aspherical Glass Lenses
for Optical Communications

Duesseldorf, Germany, February 07, 2008 — ALPS ELECTRIC
EUROPA GmbH announced the launch of new aspherical glass
lenses using lead-free glass in its lineup of 35 existing aspherical
glass lenses for optical communications, including fiber to the
home (FTTH) and submarine cable.

Quartz (silicon dioxide) is an extremely hard mineral and difficult
to process compared with other raw materials used in glass.
During processing, lead is usually mixed in to soften the material.
However, against the backdrop of the formulation of various
regulations for raw materials, there is rising momentum for
environment consciousness on a global scale. To that end, an
increasing demand for lead-free glass products is seen. With this
in mind, ALPS has added new, lead-free products to its 35
existing aspherical glass lenses for optical communications.

Using lead-free glass with a different reflection index and
transition point, ALPS achieved products that are equivalent to
existing products in terms of shape, specifications and price. The
new lenses can be installed in conventional facilities without
modifying specifications. ALPS plans to propose to assembly
manufacturers that they replace existing aspherical glass lenses
with the new lead-free type.

Lead-free glass tends to have a lower reflection index compared
to lead glass. Therefore, in order to achieve the same optical
properties as existing products, ALPS has used optical design
technology to redesign the shape of the aspherical surface to
realize a higher refractive value.

1/3

ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPA GmbH
Hansaallee 203

40549 Dusseldorf

Tel. +49-(0) 211-5977-0
Fax +49-(0) 211-5977-146
www.alps.de

MARTS OF LIFE




ALPS.

With the aim of creating values appreciated by people and kind
to the global environment, ALPS will continue to develop
environment-friendly products.

Features

Launch of new lead-free aspherical glass lenses for optical
communications that realize shape, specifications and price
equivalent to the existing lineup

o Lead-free-type products addition to the existing lineup of
35 aspherical glass lenses for optical communications
o Realizing shape, specifications and price equivalent to the

existing products

Principal Applications
FTTH and submarine cable communication bases and LAN
equipment for short-range communication

Specifications
Aspherical glass lens for optical

Product name communications ( Lead-free Glass Type )

Applied wavelength 1,310nm / 1,550nm
Lens material Optical glass (Lead-free material)
Transmittance 99.4% min. (Target value)
Reflectance 0.3% max. (Target value)
= N
.
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For more information on the FL** series please visit
http://www3.alps.com/e/npv_product/0116 FL/FL-E.HTML

ALPS Electric Co., Ltd.

Since its establishment in 1948 ALPS has grown as a comprehensive manufacturer of
electronic components. At present ALPS is creating innovative high-value-added
products in its main business segments — Components, Magnetic Devices,
Communications, Peripheral Products, and Automotive Electronics — which are
contributing to the advance of a digital society. ALPS is a global company that carries
out its operations with 23 production bases in 9 countries as well as 57 sales bases in
14 countries. Consolidated net sales in the year ended March 31, 2007 amounted to
YEN 708 billion.

ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPA GmbH, a subsidiary of ALPS Electric Co., Ltd., was
established in 1979. Since 1989, the European Head Office has been located in
Dusseldorf, where a team of specialists works in Sales, Marketing, and Product
Engineering. The activities of our branch offices in Munich, Paris and Milton Keynes,
our sales office in Milan and our European distribution work are co-ordinated from
Dusseldorf. ALPS Nordic AB, a 100 percent subsidiary of ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPA
GmbH, is based in Sweden and services the Scandinavian market.

Contact: PR Agency:

ALPS ELECTRIC EUROPA GmbH MEXPERTS AG

Ulrich Kuhs / Paul Garratt Kurt Loeffler / Peter Gramenz
Phone.: +49-211-59 77-170 / -250 Phone.: +49-89-897361-0

Fax: +49-211-59 77-146 Fax: +49-89-87 29 43

Email: presse@alps.de Email: kurt.loeffler@mexperts.de
Internet : www.alps-europe.com Internet: www.mexperts.de

Press Portal: www.presseagentur.com

This news release and a press photo are available electronically at
http://www.presseagentur.com/alps/en/
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